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Abstract:

Climate change is the defining human development challenge of the 21st Century. Failure to respond to that
challenge will stall and then reverse international efforts to reduce poverty. The poorest countries and most
vulnerable citizens will suffer the earliest and most damaging setbacks, even though they have contributed
least to the problem. Looking to the future, no country—however wealthy or powerful—will be immune to the
impact of global warming. The Human Development Report 2007/2008 shows that climate change is not just
a future scenario. Increased exposure to droughts, floods and storms is already destroying opportunity and
reinforcing inequality. Meanwhile, there is now overwhelming scientific evidence that the world is moving
towards the point at which irreversible ecological catastrophe becomes unavoidable. Business-as-usual
climate change points in a clear direction: unprecedented reversal in human development in our lifetime,
and acute risks for our children and their grandchildren. There is a window of opportunity for avoiding the
most damaging climate change impacts, but that window is closing: the world has less than a decade to
change course. Actions taken—or not taken—in the years ahead will have a profound bearing on the future
course of human development. The world lacks neither the financial resources nor the technological
capabilities to act. What is missing is a sense of urgency, human solidarity and collective interest. As the
Human Development Report 2007/2008 argues, climate change poses challenges at many levels.
--Excerpted text.

Source: http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/publications/v.php?id=2272   

Resource Description

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 General Geographical Feature

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Cost/Economic, Outcome Change Prediction, Other Projection Model/Methodology

Other Projection Model/Methodology: discussion only

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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